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rio of water qu .a]ity and living resources is the principal
goal of the Chesapeake Bay’Prograrm Through.the cooperative efforts of the Bay Program partners, we have
endeavored t6 strengthen, and coordinate our actionsto protect our li~ving resources, ensure clean and
healthy water, minimize the impacts of l~nd use and development, provide qualiW environmental education,
allow for public access to the Bay and its tributaries and encourage public ~rticipation in the restoration
campaign.                           ..

The development of our tributary strategies for nutrient reductio~ has been the cornerstone of our water
quality effort. The full implementation’of those strategies will continue to be the focus 0f our efforts in
future. Local governments, water.shed:groups, and citizens are key partners in the Sustained implementation
of our tributarlr strategi~,s andin the achievement of our broader Bay Program goals and commitments..

Our multijurisdictional covenants to restore the Chesapeake Bay are now more than two decades old.
Many specific goals and commitments have been developed that allow us to focus our efforts and measure
Our progress. We recognize that supporting community.based watershed planning and engaging local orga-
nizations, citizens, and local governments will strengthen the foundation for continued progress toward a
healthier Chesapeake Bay by integrating the ;carious programs and goals of water quality improvement, habi-,
tat restoration and growth management. We believe that successful, implementation, of many of tlhese
initiatives will oniy happen if there is active involvement of th~ communiwat the subwatershed .scale; there-
fore, the.Executive launching Communiw as a wa’~, toCouricil commits ~ to the WatershedInitiative
encourage and support the application of our commitments at the local leve!.

TO DATE,,WE HAVE: as the erlti""’~I link to resmdng lhring resources.

subsequent documents, to ~toring the Chesapea~ Ba,/,1~ AOz~mt, to work~ in cone.eat with local.govemr
and its tr~utm~es as an integrated, ecos~tem mad ments and dil~er~ to implement" uibutar/-Sl~.~¢
adopted a series of goals related to living resources,,strategies that would meetmain stem nutrient go~s and
.water quali~, land use, education., BaF access, and pub- achieve water qualitF requirements neceswa~ to restore

.. llc participation that indudea living resources in both the main stem and the tribu-
¯ reducing the nutrient~ rea.ching the main stem o~the taries of the Chesapealce Bay.

Chesapeake Bay by 40 percent 1~/the year 2000,
¯ implementing a basinwide toxics reduction and pre- ~ Recognized, through the Ttibutar~ Strategies ~nd ,other

vention land stewardship-related initiatives, that communiw-stratesy,
¯ ~reserving and re~t.orkag sueamside forest buffers, based watershed planning can #eld positive resul.ts

* removing stream blockag~ to restore migrator~ 6sh strengthenii~g the ~oundation for continued progress
habitat, " toward a heakhier Chesapeake Bay,integrating various
¯ .. ~ programs and goals for water quality, habitat restoration,

- protecting, enh~mcing and restoring tidal and non- and growth management at a subwatershed scale.

"~.- addressing land,use, growth~ and stewardship issues,~ Adopted in 1996, the Rilxwian Forest Buffer Initiative,
and ’ which recognized the impdrtance of engaglxxg
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